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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1, 5-7, 11-12, 15-17, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US 7,319,480 by Akiyama et al. 

2. Regarding claim 1, a video playback device comprising the following 
configuration: 

• a video storage means for storing a plurality of videos (col. 4 lines 25-28); 

• a thumbnail image generation means for generating thumbnail images 
from videos and for generating thumbnail images (col. 3 lines 60-65); 

• a thumbnail image storage means for storing thumbnail images of videos 
and correspondingly appending plural sets generated in thumbnail image 
generation means (col. 4 lines 16-49); 

• a display means for performing a list display of thumbnail images for plural 
sets stored in thumbnail image storage means (fig. 1, col. 2 lines 25-39); 

• a selection means for selecting any one of a plurality of thumbnail images 
displayed in display means (col. 7 lines 24-40); and 
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• a playback means for reducing the size of a particular thumbnail image 
and replaying a video corresponding to a thumbnail image selected in 
selection means in thumbnail image display position (fig. 5, col. 7 lines 24- 
40). 



3. Regarding claim 5, the video playback device further comprises: 

• an assignment means for assigning special effects in optional frames of 
video stored in video storage means (fig. 5, col. 4 lines 16-28, col. 7 lines 
8-23); and 

• thumbnail image generation means generates a thumbnail image from a 
frame in which special effects are not assigned by assignment means (fig. 
5, col. 4 lines 16-28, col. 7 lines 8-23). 



4. Regarding claim 6, the video playback device wherein thumbnail image 
generation means generates a thumbnail image from a frame of any lead frame, 
intermediate frame or final frame of a video stored in video storage means (col. 4 lines 
16-28). 



5. Regarding claim 7, the video playback device further comprises: 

• an imaging means (fig. 1 (300)); and 

• video storage means stores video imaged by imaging means (fig. 1 
(360B)). 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,621 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

6. Regarding claim 11, a video playback method comprising the following steps: 

• a thumbnail image generation step for generating thumbnail images from 
a plurality of videos and for generating thumbnail images stored in a first 
memory (col. 3 lines 59-65, col. 4 lines 4-35, col. 7 lines 8-13, storage 
medium is divided into different part, i.e., hard drive. Therefore, we can 
say a first memory is where thumbnail images are stored); 

• a thumbnail image storage step for storing thumbnail images of videos 
and correspondingly appending plural sets generated in thumbnail image 
generation step in a second memory (col. 4 lines 16-49); 

• a display step for performing a list display of thumbnail images for plural 
sets stored in said thumbnail image storage step (fig. 1, col. 2 lines 25-39); 

• a selection step for selecting any one of a plurality of thumbnail images 
displayed in said display step (col. 7 lines 24-40); and 

• a playback step for reducing the size of a particular thumbnail image and 
replaying a video corresponding to said selection step in said thumbnail 
image display position (fig. 5, col. 7 lines 24-40). 



7. Regarding claim 12, the video playback method further includes: 

• a storage and management step for correspondingly appending and 
managing storage addresses of videos in first memory (col. 3 lines 48-65, 
col. 4 lines 16-35); and 
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• second memory stores only thumbnail images generated by thumbnail 
image means and storage addresses of thumbnail images in second 
memory (col. 3 lines 48-65, col. 4 lines 16-35). 

8. Claim 15 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 5 above. 

9. Claim 16 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 6 above. 

10. Claim 17 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 7 above. 

11. Claim 20 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 11 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 2-4, 9-10, 13, 14, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 7,319,480 by Akiyama et al. 
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13. Regarding claim 2, Akiyama discloses the video playback device wherein 
thumbnail image storage means is characterized by: 

• a means for storing thumbnail images generated by thumbnail image 
generation means (col. 4 lines 16-35); 

• means for storing stored addresses (col. 4 lines 16-35); and 

• a storage and management means for correspondingly appending and 
managing storage addresses of videos (col. 4 lines 16-35) 

Akiyama fails to disclose storing only thumbnail images generated by thumbnail 
images generation 

It is noted that the use of storing only thumbnail images is old and well-known in 
the recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. Moreover, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have a well-known storing only thumbnail images for the advantage of providing more 
flexibility to a viewer to have a storage medium to store only thumbnail images for 
viewing only thumbnail images. 

14. Regarding claim 3, Akiyama discloses the video playback device wherein 
storage and management means is characterized by correspondingly appending and 
storing the playback time acquired from videos (col. 4 lines 16-29). 

Akiyama fails to disclose playback time duration acquired from videos 
It is noted that the use of playback time duration is old and well-known in the 
recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. Moreover, it would have been obvious 
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to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have a well- 
known playback time duration for the viewer to have more flexibility while watching the 
thumbnails. 

15. Regarding claim 4, Akiyama discloses the video playback device wherein 
storage and management means is characterized by correspondingly appending and 
storing the acquisition method source acquired from videos (col. 4 lines 16-28). 

16. Regarding claim 9, Akiyama discloses the video playback device but fails to 
disclose the video playback device further comprises: 

• an input means for acquiring video externally; and 

• video storage means stores video inputted by input means. 

It is noted that the use of external input and storing video inputted by external 
input is old and well-known in the recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. 
Moreover, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have a well-known external input and storing video inputted 
by external input for the viewer to have more videos to watch from external input. 

17. Regarding claim 10, Akiyama discloses the video playback device but fails to 
disclose the video playback device wherein stores video acquired via broadcasting 
medium. 
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It is noted that the use of video acquire via broadcasting medium is old and well- 
known in the recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. Moreover, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have a well-known video acquire via broadcasting medium for the viewer to have 
more videos to watch from broadcasting medium. 

18. Claim 13 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 3 above. 

19. Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 4 above. 

20. Claim 19 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 9 above. 

21 . Claims 8, 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over US 
7,31 9,480 by Akiyama et al. in view of US 6,731 ,952 by Schaeffer et al. 

22. Regarding claim 8, Akiyama discloses the video playback device but fails to 
disclose: 

• a wireless communication means; and 

• video storage means stores video received by wireless communication 
means. 

Schaeffer discloses 
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• a wireless communication means (col. 6 lines 29-43); and 

• video storage means stores video received by wireless communication 
means (col. 6 lines 29-43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Akiyama's system to 
include a wireless communication, as taught by Schaeffer, for the advantage of 
providing more flexibility to a user to have wireless communication to communicate with 
other viewer. 

23. Claim 18 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 8 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIGAR CHOWDHURY whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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